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This revelation was ordained by the Father himself and announced by Jesus to his 
apostles on Mount Olivet in conjunction with foretelling his second coming. 

And when the kingdom shall have come to its full fruition, be assured that the Father in heaven 
will not fail to visit you with an enlarged revelation of truth and an enhanced demonstration of 
righteousness, even as he has already bestowed upon this world him who became the prince of 
darkness, and then Adam, who was followed by Melchizedek, and in these days, the Son of Man. 
And so will my Father continue to manifest his mercy and show forth his love, even to this dark 
and evil world. So also will I, after my Father has invested me with all power and authority, 
continue to follow your fortunes and to guide in the affairs of the kingdom by the presence of my 
spirit, who shall shortly be poured out upon all flesh. (1914.4) 176:2.3 

Undertaking an epochal revelation is a formidable project. 

In the minds of the mortals of Urantia--that being the name of your world--there exists great 
confusion respecting the meaning of such terms as God, divinity, and deity. Human beings are still 
more confused and uncertain about the relationships of the divine personalities designated by 
these numerous appellations. Because of this conceptual poverty associated with so much 
ideational confusion, I (Divine Counselor)* have been directed to formulate this introductory 
statement (Foreword)* in explanation of the meanings which should be attached to certain word 
symbols as they may be hereinafter used in those papers which the Orvonton corps of truth 
revealers have been authorized to translate into the English language of Urantia. 

It is exceedingly difficult to present enlarged concepts and advanced truth, in our endeavor to 
expand cosmic consciousness and enhance spiritual perception, when we are restricted to the use 
of a circumscribed language of the realm. But our mandate admonishes us to make every effort to 
convey our meanings by using the word symbols of the English tongue. We have been instructed to 
introduce new terms only when the concept to be portrayed finds no terminology in English which 
can be employed to convey such a new concept partially or even with more or less distortion of 
meaning. 

In the hope of facilitating comprehension and of preventing confusion on the part of every mortal 
who may peruse these papers, we deem it wise to present in this initial statement an outline of the 
meanings to be attached to numerous English words which are to be employed in designation of 
Deity and certain associated concepts of the things, meanings, and values of universal reality. 

But in order to formulate this Foreword of definitions and limitations of terminology, it is 
necessary to anticipate the usage of these terms in the subsequent presentations. This Foreword is 
not, therefore, a finished statement within itself; it is only a definitive guide designed to assist 
those who shall read the accompanying papers dealing with Deity and the universe of universes 
which have been formulated by an Orvonton commission sent to Urantia for this purpose. (1.1) 
0:0.1 

Successive planetary revelations of divine truth invariably embrace the highest existing concepts of 
spiritual values as a part of the new and enhanced co-ordination of planetary knowledge. 
Accordingly, in making these presentations about God and his universe associates, we have 
selected as the basis of these papers more than one thousand human concepts representing the 
highest and most advanced planetary knowledge of spiritual values and universe meanings. 
Wherein these human concepts, assembled from the God-knowing mortals of the past and the 
present, are inadequate to portray the truth as we are directed to reveal it, we will unhesitatingly 
supplement them, for this purpose drawing upon our own superior knowledge of the reality and 
divinity of the Paradise Deities and their transcendent residential universe. (16.7) 0:12.10 

https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-176-tuesday-evening-mount-olivet#U176_2_3
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/foreword#U0_0_1
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/foreword#U0_0_1
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/foreword#U0_12_10
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The mandate was issued by the highest authority in our superuniverse authorizing 
that the Urantia papers be given. 

These thirty-one papers (Part I, The Central and Superuniverses)* depicting the nature of Deity, 
the reality of Paradise, the organization and working of the central and superuniverses, the 
personalities of the grand universe, and the high destiny of evolutionary mortals, were sponsored, 
formulated, and put into English by a high commission consisting of twenty-four Orvonton 
administrators acting in accordance with a mandate issued by the Ancients of Days of Uversa 
directing that we should do this on Urantia, 606 of Satania, in Norlatiadek of Nebadon, in the year 
A.D. 1934. (354.8) 31:10.22 

This group of papers (Part IV, The Life and Teachings of Jesus, 77 papers)* was sponsored by a 
commission of twelve Urantia midwayers acting under the supervision of a Melchizedek revelatory 
director. The basis of this narrative was supplied by a secondary midwayer who was onetime 
assigned to the superhuman watchcare of the Apostle Andrew. (1321.1) 

[Acknowledgment: In carrying out my commission to restate the teachings and retell the doings of 
Jesus of Nazareth, I have drawn freely upon all sources of record and planetary information.] 
(1343.1) 121:8.12 

The highest possible resources for truth are utilized to present these papers. 

[Presented (Paper 1)* by a Divine Counselor, a member of a group of celestial personalities 
assigned by the Ancients of Days on Uversa, the headquarters of the seventh superuniverse, to 
supervise those portions of this forthcoming revelation which have to do with affairs beyond the 
borders of the local universe of Nebadon. I am commissioned to sponsor those papers portraying 
the nature and attributes of God because I represent the highest source of information available for 
such a purpose on any inhabited world. I have served as a Divine Counselor in all seven of the 
superuniverses and have long resided at the Paradise center of all things. Many times have I 
enjoyed the supreme pleasure of a sojourn in the immediate personal presence of the Universal 
Father. I portray the reality and truth of the Father's nature and attributes with unchallengeable 
authority; I know whereof I speak.] (32.1) 1:7.9 

Many limitations apply to the revelation of truth, both intrinsic and extrinsic. 

Revelation is evolutionary but always progressive. Down through the ages of a world's history, the 
revelations of religion are ever-expanding and successively more enlightening. It is the mission of 
revelation to sort and censor the successive religions of evolution. But if revelation is to exalt and 
upstep the religions of evolution, then must such divine visitations portray teachings which are not 
too far removed from the thought and reactions of the age in which they are presented. Thus must 
and does revelation always keep in touch with evolution. Always must the religion of revelation be 
limited by man's capacity of receptivity. (1007.1) 92:4.1 

I am fully aware that I have at my command no language adequate to make clear to the mortal 
mind how these universe problems appear to us. But you should not become discouraged; not all of 
these things are wholly clear to even the high personalities belonging to my group of Paradise 
beings. Ever bear in mind that these profound truths pertaining to Deity will increasingly clarify as 
your minds become progressively spiritualized during the successive epochs of the long mortal 
ascent to Paradise. (31.8) 1:7.8 

The Urantia Papers. The papers, of which this is one, constitute the most recent presentation of 
truth to the mortals of Urantia. These papers differ from all previous revelations, for they are not 

https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-31-corps-finality#U31_10_22
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/part-iv-life-and-teachings-jesus
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-121-times-michaels-bestowal#U121_8_12
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-1-universal-father#U1_7_9
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-92-later-evolution-religion#U92_4_1
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-1-universal-father#U1_7_8
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the work of a single universe personality but a composite presentation by many beings. But no 
revelation short of the attainment of the Universal Father can ever be complete. All other celestial 
ministrations are no more than partial, transient, and practically adapted to local conditions in 
time and space. While such admissions as this may possibly detract from the immediate force and 
authority of all revelations, the time has arrived on Urantia when it is advisable to make such frank 
statements, even at the risk of weakening the future influence and authority of this, the most 
recent of the revelations of truth to the mortal races of Urantia. (1008.2) 92:4.9 

Recommendations by the revelators are included. 

Revelation is a technique whereby ages upon ages of time are saved in the necessary work of 
sorting and sifting the errors of evolution from the truths of spirit acquirement. (1110.4) 101:5.1 

The nature of God can be studied in a revelation of supreme ideas, the divine character can be 
envisaged as a portrayal of supernal ideals, but the most enlightening and spiritually edifying of all 
revelations of the divine nature is to be found in the comprehension of the religious life of Jesus of 
Nazareth, both before and after his attainment of full consciousness of divinity. (33.2) 2:0.2 

In such a far-flung universe of universes there is always great danger of succumbing to the error of 
the circumscribed viewpoint, to the evil inherent in a segmentalized conception of reality and 
divinity. 

For example: The human mind would ordinarily crave to approach the cosmic philosophy 
portrayed in these revelations by proceeding from the simple and the finite to the complex and the 
infinite, from human origins to divine destinies. But that path does not lead to spiritual wisdom. 
Such a procedure is the easiest path to a certain form of genetic knowledge, but at best it can only 
reveal man's origin; it reveals little or nothing about his divine destiny. 

When the human mind undertakes to follow the philosophic technique of starting from the lower 
to approach the higher, whether in biology or theology, it is always in danger of committing four 
errors of reasoning: 

1. It may utterly fail to perceive the final and completed evolutionary goal of either personal 
attainment or cosmic destiny. 

2. It may commit the supreme philosophical blunder by oversimplifying cosmic evolutionary 
(experiential) reality, thus leading to the distortion of facts, to the perversion of truth, and 
to the misconception of destinies. 

3. The study of causation is the perusal of history. But the knowledge of how a being becomes 
does not necessarily provide an intelligent understanding of the present status and true 
character of such a being. 

4. History alone fails adequately to reveal future development--destiny. Finite origins are 
helpful, but only divine causes reveal final effects. Eternal ends are not shown in time 
beginnings. The present can be truly interpreted only in the light of the correlated past and 
future. 

Therefore, because of these and for still other reasons, do we employ the technique of approaching 
man and his planetary problems by embarkation on the time-space journey from the infinite, 
eternal, and divine Paradise Source and Center of all personality reality and all cosmic 
existence. (215.1) 19:1.4 

Truth is living; the Spirit of Truth is ever leading the children of light into new realms of spiritual 
reality and divine service. You are not given truth to crystallize into settled, safe, and honored 

https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-92-later-evolution-religion#U92_4_9
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-101-real-nature-religion#U101_5_1
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-2-nature-god#U2_0_2
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-19-co-ordinate-trinity-origin-beings#U19_1_4
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forms. Your revelation of truth must be so enhanced by passing through your personal experience 
that new beauty and actual spiritual gains will be disclosed to all who behold your spiritual fruits 
and in consequence thereof are led to glorify the Father who is in heaven. Only those faithful 
servants who thus grow in the knowledge of the truth, and who thereby develop the capacity for 
divine appreciation of spiritual realities, can ever hope to "enter fully into the joy of their Lord." 
What a sorry sight for successive generations of the professed followers of Jesus to say, regarding 
their stewardship of divine truth: "Here, Master, is the truth you committed to us a hundred or a 
thousand years ago. We have lost nothing; we have faithfully preserved all you gave us; we have 
allowed no changes to be made in that which you taught us; here is the truth you gave us." But 
such a plea concerning spiritual indolence will not justify the barren steward of truth in the 
presence of the Master. In accordance with the truth committed to your hands will the Master of 
truth require a reckoning. 

In the next world you will be asked to give an account of the endowments and stewardships of this 
world. Whether inherent talents are few or many, a just and merciful reckoning must be faced. If 
endowments are used only in selfish pursuits and no thought is bestowed upon the higher duty of 
obtaining increased yield of the fruits of the spirit, as they are manifested in the ever-expanding 
service of men and the worship of God, such selfish stewards must accept the consequences of 
their deliberate choosing. 

And how much like all selfish mortals was this unfaithful servant with the one talent in that he 
blamed his slothfulness directly upon his lord. How prone is man, when he is confronted with the 
failures of his own making, to put the blame upon others, oftentimes upon those who least deserve 
it! 

Said Jesus that night as they went to their rest: "Freely have you received; therefore freely should 
you give of the truth of heaven, and in the giving will this truth multiply and show forth the 
increasing light of saving grace, even as you minister it." (1917.3) 176:3.7 

The time is ripe to witness the figurative resurrection of the human Jesus from his burial tomb 
amidst the theological traditions and the religious dogmas of nineteen centuries. Jesus of Nazareth 
must not be longer sacrificed to even the splendid concept of the glorified Christ. What a 
transcendent service if, through this revelation, the Son of Man should be recovered from the tomb 
of traditional theology and be presented as the living Jesus to the church that bears his name, and 
to all other religions! Surely the Christian fellowship of believers will not hesitate to make such 
adjustments of faith and of practices of living as will enable it to "follow after" the Master in the 
demonstration of his real life of religious devotion to the doing of his Father's will and of 
consecration to the unselfish service of man. Do professed Christians fear the exposure of a self-
sufficient and unconsecrated fellowship of social respectability and selfish economic 
maladjustment? Does institutional Christianity fear the possible jeopardy, or even the overthrow, 
of traditional ecclesiastical authority if the Jesus of Galilee is reinstated in the minds and souls of 
mortal men as the ideal of personal religious living? Indeed, the social readjustments, the 
economic transformations, the moral rejuvenations, and the religious revisions of Christian 
civilization would be drastic and revolutionary if the living religion of Jesus should suddenly 
supplant the theologic religion about Jesus. (2090.3) 196:1.2 

*Parenthetical notes provided for clarification. 

Note: Bold face headings have been added to assist conceptual organization. 

https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-176-tuesday-evening-mount-olivet#U176_3_7
https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-196-faith-jesus#U196_1_2

